
PLUMBERS & PIPEFITTERS LOCAL 101 

8 PREMIER DR 

BELLEVILLE, IL 62220 

PH: 618-234-5504 

FAX: 618-234-3496 

WEBSITE: www.ualocal101.org 

PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS LOCAL 101 

NEWSLETTER 
 April 2026  

EXECUTIVE BOARD  Wednesday, April 8th @ 5pm  

PENSION/H&W  None  

JATC TRUSTEE  Monday, April  13th @ 4pm  

FINANCE COMMITTEE None 

UNION MEETING  Wednesday, April 22nd @ 7:30pm  

RETIREE LUNCH:   Thursday, April 16th @ Noon 

Carved Honey Ham 

Baked Mostaccioli 

Garden Salad 

Rolls 

Cheesecake 
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Election Results 
 Congratulations to Mark Munie on winning the unexpired seat on the Examining 

Board.   His term will expire in December of 2027.   

Convention Delegates 

Matt Biekert  

Brian Poirot 

Zach Hawthorne - 1st alternate 

Gabe Prange - 2nd alternate  
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BENEFIT’S OFFICE 

GOOD UNIONSHIP PLEDGE 

I shall do everything in my power to be worthy of my unionship by: 

• Being completely fair and honest in presenting grievances 

• Helping willingly when called upon 

• Supporting my union leadership by never doing anything that will lose respect for my union 

• Doing my best to attend Union Meetings 

• Personally buying AMERICAN UNION MADE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES only, and carrying this    
message to all others; pointing out that in the long run, this is to everyone’s benefit 

401k Fund: 

If you wish to make changes to or start your 401(k), please submit your forms by June 15th to be  
effective July 1st. If you need a form for changing your hourly deduction or investment choice,     
contact the Hall or email Kelly at kelly@local101.net.  You may also print the forms from the Local 
101 website and mail or fax them to us.   

PENSION: 

If you are retiring, follow these steps:  

Notify the Pension Fund a minimum of three months before your retirement date, which is always 
the 1st of the month. So, if you want to retire 12/1/2026, let us know by September 1, 2026. 

You will be mailed an application, once you receive, complete, and return the application. 

Then, you will get mailed your Election Forms from Ekon Benefits, this is where you select what 
monthly option/amount you want to receive, these forms get returned to the Pension Fund so 
you can start receiving your direct deposit/check on the first of the month.   

 

You can request an Estimate prior to retiring, just call Kelly in the Benefit Office at Local 101 and 
she will have Ekon Benefits mail you your ESTIMATED Election forms, which show you all options 
and amounts available for your retirement. 

 

Normal Age of Retirement is age 62 for active/vested participants. 

 

If you are an active participant in our health insurance, do you know you can go to 
www.meritain.com create a log in/password and see your claims status, insurance card, EOB’s,     
locate a provider.  Check it out sometime! 

 
VISION CLAIMS go to Meritain – info on your insurance card.  NO Longer have EyeMed. 

 
CitzensRX is our Pharmacy Plan effective 1/1/2021.  REMINDER: You do not have to do mail      
order; you can go to your local pharmacy to get all prescriptions. 

 
Need to locate a provider?  Contact Meritain at 1-866-209-3063 7am to 630 pm. 

mailto:kelly@local101.net
http://www.meritain.com
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TRAINING NEWS: 
EXPIRED CERTIFICATIONS 

Austin Melliere UA 50/51  1/21/26   Brent Foppe UA 50/51  3/10/26 

Don Stitzel  SMAW/GTAW 4/3/2026  Mike Petrea GTAW/SMAW 4/3/26 
  

Near Expired Certifications 
Mike Thompson UA 50/51  4/6/26  Josh Wintermann UA 50/51  4/9/26 

Josh Wintermann SMAW  4/9/26  Kyle Sigman  SMAW  4/9/26 

Adam Fish  SMAW  4/17/26 Amy Ehret  UA 50/51  4/22/26 

Corey Deitz  SMAW/GTAW 4/30/26 Ron Stark  SMAW  5/7/26 

Jacob Poirot  SMAW/GTAW 5/4/26  Wes Buehne  SMAW/GTAW 5/21/26 

Rachel LaBlance SMAW/GTAW 6/3/26  Brandon Fritz  SMAW/GTAW 6/3/26 

Matt White  SMAW/GTAW 6/10/26 Derek McKenzie SMAW/GTAW 6/10/26 

Justin Sampson Med Gas  5/3/26  Ryley Wallin  Med Gas  5/3/26 

Jacob Russell  Med Gas  5/3/26  Randy Cleveland Med Gas  5/3/26 

Local 101 would like to thank the following apprentices who represent-

ed the local at the Illinois State contest at UA Local 597.    

Jacob Poirot - Pipefitter and Brandon Fritz - Welder. 

Last chance for 2026 Continue Education prior to renewal 

date will be Monday, April 20, 2026 @ 5pm.   Please go to 

the website and get signed up.   If you miss this                

opportunity, you will have dates in May or June, but it will 

be after the renewal date of April 30, 2026.   
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